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The weather of February in the West followed the pattern set in January--mostly mild 
temperatures and above normal snowfall except in the Cascades and southeast Alaska. 

The snowfall sweepstakes winner this month was Alyeska with a whopping 249 inches, 
increasing their snowpack from 76 to 168 inches. This snowfall was 83 times that at 
Eaglecrest: Elsewhere the snowfall was less impressive but still adequate: in the 
Sierra, Alpine Meadows received 109% of normal and Mammoth Mt., 171%; in the inter- 
mountain region, Alta, 119%; Bridger Bowl, 128%; Jackson, 140%; and Sun Valley, 1772; 

in the central and southern Rockies, Berthoud Pass, 119%; Aspen, 155%; Breckenridge, 92%; 
Taos, 148%; and Vail, 186%. The Cascades saw only 52 to 83% of normal snowfall for the 
month. 


In February, 27 avalanche accidents occurred, and it was on the 10th that a series of 
fatal avalanches ran. On this day, a major snowstorm raged from the Sierra to the 
Rockies. Mammoth Mt. received 42 inches of snow on the 9th-lOth. and Pine Creek Mill 
near Bishop, 60 inches on the 9th-llth. Near mid-day on the 10th at Twin Lakes west of 
Bridgeport, CA, a series of wet avalanches rained down the steep mountainsides above 
the lakes. One destroyed a summer home, two garages, and a pump house, all walued at 
roughly $40,000. A short time later, another slide struck a pickup truck and snowplow 
on the road along Lower Twin Lake. The nose of plow was pushed into the lake, but the 
driver escaped unharmed. The pickup was swept far out into the deep, unfrozen lake, 
and it sunk with two men in the cab. Both drowned. Approximately 20 minutes later, 
another truck arrived at the scene, its passage blocked by the avalanche covering the 
road. One rider decided to proceed on foot. He climbed over the mound of snow and 
hod walked only a snort diStauce wien ne was struck by another avalanche. He was 
carried into the lake and drowned. These bizarre events were viewed by several eye- 
witnesses. Several days later, divers found the pickup 70 feet deep, 300 feet from 
shore. No bodies were found. ¢ ye 
Sn aie t 
Also on the 10th on Red Mt. Pass, CO, a Colorado Highway Department rotary plow. driver 
was clearing a small avalanche from the road beneath the infamous East: Riverside Slide. 
A second, more massive slide then released, sweeping the huge rotary plow. off the road 
and into the deep Uncompahgre Gorge. A rescue was begun quickly, but probes and shovels 
could not penetrate ihe dense snow. The rotary was located the following morning, but 
it took 13 hours of additional digging to locate the cab, 35 feet deeps The driver had 
been thrown out and was buried elsewhere in the massive debris. His bodyowill be found 
this spring. The replacement cost of the rotary plow is roughly $75,000. This accident 
was a carbon copy of one occurring in 1970 when another CHD man was killed. In the 
past 15 years, five lives have been lost in avalanches on Red Mt. Pass, all ai the hands 
of the East Riverside Slide. 


The avalanche death toll thru February stands at 12. The winter's avalanche accident 
statistics are summarized in the table below. Avalanche Notes for March will be delayed 
until early May because of travel commitments. 


TOTAL AVALANCHES REPORTED DAMAGE SUMMARY - THIS WINTER 
ene tps. of ~This People Vehicles Avalanche Damaged 
Month Winter C B I K B D Bldgs Lafts 
Central & So. Rockies ie) 1526 32. 2 3 4 3 1 0 0 
Intermountain 683 2034 32. 13 3 0 0 0 0 0 
West Coast 1306 Bio pe wd 39 19 Z 8 12 3 4 Z 


All Areas 2544 7451 103 44 8 12 HBS) 4 4 2 
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